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BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


Laughter on the Hill 


MARGARET PARTON 


Gay adventures of a woman reporter in San Francisco. 


Footloose Fiddler 
HARRY MILLER AND PAGE COOPER 
With determined wanderlust an Ohio boy started out in the eighties to see his country, 


My Brother Americans 
CARLOS PENA ROMULO 
A Philippine patriot’s opinion of Americans and his hopes for his country. 


My Chinese Wife 
KARL ESKELUND 
A young Dane’s experiences as a student and writer in China, and his marriage 
to a Chinese girl. 


Tom Paine: America’s Godfather 
WILLIAM E. WOODWARD 
A biography that does justice to a man whose reputation has suffered both 
neglect and defamation. 


The Wayfarers 
DAN WICKENDEN 
A family life novel centered about a father’s attempt to compensate for his 
neglect of his children. 


Artie Greengroin, Pfc. 
HARRY BROWN 


Short, humorous sketches from Yank about the trials of Army life in England 
while waiting for D-Day. 


The Pattern of Soviet Power 
EDGAR SNOW 
Social and political conditions in Russia, and that country’s relations with 
Eastern Europe and China. 


} 


TO EDITORS: MATERIAL IN THE 4.L.4. BULLETIN IS NOT COPYRIGHTED: 
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news of the Association, its officers, boards, committees, divisions, sections, round tables, and staff; addresses of 
conference speakers; articles by official representatives of the Association; and brief professional communications 
to or from members. Its scope does not include articles on library matters unrelated to the Association. Its 
authors’ opinions should be regarded as their own unless A.L.A. endorsement is specifically noted. The Bulletin 
is partially indexed in “Current Library Literature” in the Library Journal and by the Education Index. __ 

Published monthly, except August, and semimonthly in October and December by the American Library 
Association, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. Entered as second-class matter September 16, 1943, at 
Post Office at Chicago, with an additional entry at Menasha, Wis., under Act of Congress of August 24, 1912. 
Acceptance for —. at special rate of postage provided for in United States Postal Act of October 3, 1917. 
Section 1103, amend February 28, 1925, authorized on July 8, 1918. ’ 

$2 to $4 memberships secure 11 news numbers of the Bulletin and the Annual Reports; memberships at 
$5 and over secure in addition the Handbook and Proceedings. Institutional memberships, $5 to $25 a year- 
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HE SERVICE OF LIBRARIANSHIP is indeed a 


noble service. Even the many humdrum ac- 


tivities which are an inescapable part of library 


work become bearable and even interesting when 
they are seen as essential steps in the inspiring 
labor of holding a light for the guidance of the 
nation’s leaders. It is from a conviction that the 
national library, and beyond it the great system 
of university, research, and public libraries, are 
sources of essential light without which the na- 
tional life would be darkened, and the further 
conviction that good library management can per- 
form statesmanlike services for the people of this 
nation, that I draw inspiration for my service as 


the Librarian of Congress. 


LUTHER H. EvANS 
Librarian of Congress 
Radio Address, July 21, 1945 





The A.L.A. President Points Up the Problems of Reconversion 
and the Attendant Need for Representation in Washington 


Machinery for Reconversion 


RautpeH A, ULVELING! 


N THE SHORT DAYLIGHT INTERLUDE be- 
tween the first spontaneous celebrations 
of victory and the following night’s 

encore came announcements from Washing- 
ton of changes made in federal regulations 
which governed the country during the 
war period. With bewildering rapidity 
others followed in succeeding weeks. The 
machinery for reconverting the nation to 
a postwar basis is moving with increased 
momentum. 

On every hand—in the press, in industry, 
in labor, in the professions—we find an 
underlying apprehensiveness about the fu- 
ture; concern about the mass of important 
legislation which is being placed before the 
Congress, about the decisions to be made 
by departments of the federal government, 
about the long-time effects of both on our 
national life. The feeling is widespread 
that in the three or four years immediately 
ahead our social patterns for the next 
twenty-five years will be shaped. Libraries 
by their individual action and by their col- 
lective action in these forty-eight months 
stand to gain much or to be passed by. 

Our individual responsibilities are clear; 
at least in part. Millions of men and 
women will shortly be returned to civilian 
life. Efforts have already been made by 
your President and Executive Secretary to 
have each person upon discharge from any 
United States military organization given 


1A note about Mr, Ulveling appeared on page 227 
of the July Bulletin. 


some memorandum guiding him to his local 
library for investigating vocational oppor- 
tunities and for obtaining such other infor- 
mation as he may require to orient himself 
to his new surroundings. Though the ef- 
fort was pressed vigorously, the mass of 
official guidance data pertaining to veteran’s 
rights and procedures is likely to preclude 
inclusion of any paper however small which 
has no direct military significance. How- 
ever, early indications point to the fact that 
libraries acting on their own initiative may, 
nevertheless, by leaving printed leaflets with 
all draft boards and offices of the United 
States Employment Services, fill an impor- 
tant role in helping ex-service men and 
women.. Let me, therefore, urge quick 
action -by all along the following lines: 

(a) Assemble a broad representative 
collection of vocational materials—much of 
the best material is in pamphlet form—and 
display them prominently. 

(b) Arrange in a companion display 
those materials which will in brief compass 
permit the newly returned veteran to learn 
the highlights of changes that have taken 
place during the years he has been away. 
This suggestion is not theoretical ; it records 
the expressed wish of hundreds of service 
men questioned as to their desires. 

For dislocated war workers and for fam- 
ilies about to be reunited, similar special 
service opportunities obtain. Further than 
this “each librarian’s initiative must guide 
his localized or individual efforts. 


291 





292 


As President of the American Library 
Association my primary responsibility is for 
our group efforts. In this readjustment time 
the most urgent need confronting our pro- 
fession and the institutions we represent is 
for a spokesman in Washington capable of 
explaining and interpreting library service 
and of counseling those persons in the fed- 
eral government who ultimately determine 
which types of social services should be 
encouraged. The task has many facets. 
Though .the needs will change and grow 
as new proposals in Congress and new pro- 
grams of the executive departments of the 
government develop, already there is a long 
list of important matters under considera- 
tion which are of direct interest to libraries 
and librarians: inclusion of librarians under 
federal social security; federal grants for 
erection of educational buildings, including 
libraries; aid to university libraries under a 
proposed federally sponsored research pro- 
gram to be carried on through institutions 
of higher learning; working for better dis- 
tribution of documents; keeping all parties 
concerned informed on surplus property, 
the federal agency controlling this to be 
apprised of the broad scope of library 
needs and in turn keeping libraries advised 
on how to obtain these materials and how 
to avail themselves of the price benefits 
specified for educational institutions. These 
are but a few of the projects which demand 
continuous attention and guidance. 


Eliminating Unfavorable Action 


N THE NEGATIVE sIDE—and this too 

has real importance—is the eliminat- 
ing of provisions inimical to library inter- 
ests. A recent example of this was a pro- 
posal as originally drawn to increase the 
postal rate for shipping books. In this case 
A.L.A. efforts, guided by the then chairman 
of the Federal Relations Committee, ‘Paul 
Howard, succeeded in having the bill 
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changed in committee. That effort alone 
resulted in a saving which in one season 
may more than equal the amount required 
by the Association to maintain a full-time 
representative in Washington and for the 
conducting of a companion public rela- 
tions program for four years. 

As a group we are fortunate that, through 
the foresight of the recently retired Presj- 
dent and his associates in office, the work 
of preparing A.L.A. for enlarged activity 
during this crucial period has been so nearly 
completed. The Library Development 
Fund campaign has been amazingly suc- 
cessful. Nearly $70,000 of the $105,000 
goal established as a basis for the four-year 
program referred to above has been sub- 
scribed and a high percentage of the 
$70,000 has been received in cash. It is 
gratifying—and encouraging—to sense that 
the responsibilities which attach to member- 
ship in a profession are accepted readily and 
fully by so many librarians and friends of 
libraries. ‘To me there is no doubt that 
there will be a similar responsiveness on the 
part of others not yet heard from. In this 
connection it must be said that in the larger 
states the campaign work necessarily was 
more difficult and hence was slower in being 
organized. 

Because I believe sincerely that no more 
telling effort of long continuing signifi- 
cance can be achieved through collective 
effort in the period immediately ahead and 
because the early completion of the cam- 
paign would give strength and clarity to our 
first planning of the projected undertak- 
ings as well as zest to those responsible for 
achieving the things you wish and expect 
to be done, may I urge that each librarian 
and each trustee strengthen the common 
effort by doing his full part in this special 
fund-raising campaign. ‘To quote a dis- 
tinguished librarian of other years—‘Self- 
respect condemns a free ride.” 





Librarians’ Opinions on Social Security Are Reported by the Chairman 
of the Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance Committee 


Social Security and Pensions 


RicHarp B. SEALOCK 


URING RECENT VISITS with librari- 
ans in California, Oregon, and 
Washington, Carl H. Milam sug- 

gested that each state association president 
appoint a small committee to canvass the 
library opinion of the state on federal social 
security for library workers. Following 
conversations with the chairman of the 
Committee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life 
Insurance, the Executive Secretary re- 
quested similar action of every state asso- 
ciation president. A somewhat similar 
request was also directed to all members of 
the A.L.A. Council.? 

Each person to whom Mr. Milam’s letter 
was directed was asked to take an informal 
poll, or a sampling of opinion held by his 
colleagues or constituents in the case of 
Council members representing groups, on 
the following question: 

On the basis of what you know now, 


1The conference of state library leaders in Chicago, 
{= aes, 1945, also requested a vote by the A.L.A. 
ouncil, 


@Mr. Srarock has recently been made librarian 
of the Public Library, Gary, Ind., of which he had 
been assistant librarian. He attended Illinois State 
Normal University, Eureka College, University of 
Illinois Library School, and Columbia University 
School of Library Service. He served as a library 
student assistant during his college days and has since 
worked in the Queens Borough Public Library and 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library. As chairman of the 
Committee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance 
and of the Adult Education Board, he is an active 
member of the A.L.A. He is coauthor of Woodside 
Does Read and Long Island Bibliography. 


would you favor or oppose the inclusion of 
librarians in the federal social security sys- 
tem? 

Although certain bills have been intro- 
duced in Congress which propose the ex- 
tension of federal social security benefits to 
practically all gainfully employed persons, 
including library employees in public and 
endowed institutions, this informal poll was 
concerned with the general idea of social 
security, not specific proposals.” 

The seventy-one replies received between 
August 1 and September 10 gave a definite 
answer to this question. Council members 
favored twenty-eight to five the inclusion 
of librarians in the federal social security 
system. Association officials voted thirty- 
six to six for inclusion in the federal plan. 
Some affirmative replies qualified the state- 
ment by saying that local pension plans were 
better but that, generally, librarians should 
be under social security if they do not have 
these plans. Preference for pension plans 
explains some negative votes. Some replies 
reported results of an informal vote, others 
were the expressions of the individual re- 
sponding to Mr. Milam’s letter. The in- 
formal poll does give a reliable sampling 
of opinion. In addition, the Oregon study, 
not included in the above tabulation, reports 
strong sentiments in favor of the federal 
plan. 


oy ener Meesay Dinas Bill, S.ros0 and H.R. 
3293; Green Bill, S.1188; Wherry Bill, S.753. 
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The questions in the minds of most per- 
tain to the relationship of local or state 
pension systems and the extension of federal 
social security to librarians. 

It must be made clear that we are discus- 
sing the federal security program rather 
than such pension programs as exist in New 
York, Ohio, and other states. Many letters 
stressed the importance of the pension pro- 
gram, its more liberal terms, and its admin- 
istration closer home as opposed to a 
federally managed system. Recognition 
was also taken of the fact that many librari- 
ans are not now employed by institutions 
covered by pension programs and are not 
likely to be soon.* Those who are now so 
protected do not want to give up present 
pension plans or combine them with the fed- 
eral program. 

Stress was laid on the fact that librarians’ 
salaries are extremely low and that there 
is little likelihood of establishing individual 
retirement funds or annuities in the absence 
of either pension programs or the ability to 
participate in federal social security. A 
leading librarian places responsibility where 
it belongs: 


The difficulty with the present arrangement 
of not including librarians under the federal 
social security plan is that too many libraries 
are not making any provision whatever for the 
old age and retirement of their employees. 
The same is true of too many colleges and 
universities. If these institutions want to 
escape being included in the federal social 
security program, then I think they should 
face the obligation which they hold and should 
assume for the old age of their employees. 


Also, the fact that librarians move from 
place to place means that many may have 
been included in a pension plan at one time 
or another but have had to surrender mem- 


*A summary of public library pension plans in 
operation is included in the 1943 report of the Com- 
mittee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance. 
A.L.A. Bulletin 37:367-71, Oct. 15, 1943. 
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bership as they secured professional advance- 
ment by moving to other libraries. The so- 
cial security program will at least provide a 
minimum security for those who have lost 
accumulated pension benefits. 

The mandate of the membership recorded 
above calls for an immediate study of the 
amendments proposed and included in bills 
now before Congress. Do these permit in- 
clusion of librarians? Are existing pension 
programs of public libraries protected? The 
answer is “‘yes” to each question. 


Main Points of Three Bills 


HE WAGNER-MurrAy-DINGELL BILL, 
2 the chief one on the subject 
introduced this session, authorizes the So- 
cial Security Board to enter into compacts 
with any state or political subdivision for 
the purpose of extending coverage to their 
employees under Prepaid Personal Health 
Service Insurance and under Retirement, 
Survivors, and Extended Disability Insur- 
ance Benefits. These compacts are for- 
bidden “with respect to any employee or 
group or class of employees, with any indi- 
vidual state, or with an individual political 
subdivision of any state in any case” in 
which a pension plan exists (p. 162-63). 
Senator Green’s bill extends coverage to 
librarians under the above plans, health and 
retirement, through a broad definition of 
the term “employment” (p. 33). Again 
pension plans will not be disturbed. 
Senator Wherry’s bill is devoted alone 
to the inclusion of nonfederal governmental 
employees in the old-age program. It is 
voluntary and does not mention pension 
plans. Representative Dingell introduced 
a similar bill* which exempted units with 
pension plans. Representative Harless intro- 
duced a similar bill® which failed to mention 
(See also page 320.) 


pension plans. 





How the Glendale, Calif., Public Library Followed Through on the 
Suggestions in the April A.L.A. Bulletin 


A Library Helps Build the Beans 


MuriEL MarGArET GOoDEN 


HEN the April 4.L.4. Bulletin 

was received at the Glendale 

Public Library, the article by 
Olga M. Peterson, “Everyman and the 
Next Peace,” was read with interest. It 
seemed like a very ambitious project for a 
library to carry out, and the library had no 
thought of attempting to undertake such a 
heavy program. However, it soon found it- 
self participating in an even larger cam- 
paign for Building the Peace. It was 
through the encouragement and planning 
of the city librarian, Harriet Sue Salmon, 
and the cooperation of the staff, that this 
was made possible. 

The library had been assembling litera- 
ture on world security as it was published, 
anticipating the community drive for Build- 
ing the Peace. A San Francisco con- 
ference study table was set aside in the 
reference room, and the latest pamphlets 
and reference books were always available 
there. In the readers’ consultant depart- 
ment there was a Building the Peace exhibit 
of circulating material. A large supply of 
pamphlets and books enabled the librarians 
to replace what was removed and to keep 


@Miss Goonen is chairman of the Publicity Com- 
mittee of the Glendale, Calif., Public Library and a 
member of the staff of that library. She received her 
B.A. and her certificate in librarianship from the 
University of California. She was on the staff of 
the Los Angeles Public Library and the librarian 
of the Harvard School in North Hollywood, Calif., 


before going to her present position. 


the exhibit looking like an exhibit. Articles 
were run in the newspaper advertising the 
study table and the display. Book reviews 
called attention to the books. ‘These were 
followed with articles telling which books 
and pamphlets were most popular. 

All this attracted the attention of the 
organizers of the Glendale United Nations 
Committee, then just getting started. 
People who were interested in this com- 
mittee were coming in to use the material 
and soon asked Miss Salmon if representa- 
tives of the library would come to their 
meetings to help in planning the United 
Nations Committee program. 

The next step in the library’s participa- 
tion came when this group asked the 
reference department head, Evelyn L. 
Cooper, to be chairman of its literature 
committee. Quantities of free pamphlets 
were obtained from the Center for Inter- 
national Understanding in Los Angeles and 
distributed at the meetings. Churches and 
organizations took as many as forty or fifty 
copies to be studied by their groups as a 
whole. In addition, the United Nations 
Committee was kept informed of new ma- 
terial on world security which could be 
borrowed from the library. The work of 
the literature committee introduced many 
new friends to the library. 

Members of the library staff attended a 
series of weekly meetings to help plan a 
community-wide United’ Nations rally. 
Leading citizens and the representatives of 


295 





296 


more than fifty civic organizations attended 
the rally-planning meetings. All types of 
groups were represented: women’s clubs, 
service clubs, a Jewish organization, the In- 
terfaith Committee, organized labor, Re- 
publicans, Democrats, Townsend Club, 
Catholic Church, Protestant churches, and 
city officials. This gave the librarians an 
excellent opportunity to become acquainted 
with many people. The library became a 
central place of contact for this group com- 
posed of many groups. 

Another way in which the library par- 
ticipated was through publicity. The news- 
paper suggested to the chairman of the 
United Nations Committee that the library 
do the publicity, since the library publicity 
committee had learned how the newspaper 
liked to have the items written and it would 
save the newspaper editors many headaches 
to have it done their way. Thus the li- 
brary publicity committee chairman, Muriel 
Margaret Gooden, became the chairman of 
the Glendale United Nations Publicity 
Committee. 

The Glendale News Press and the Glen- 
dale Star were very generous in giving space 
to the United Nations Committee. They 
advertised the rally with free ads and head- 
lines. The churches also included the 
United Nations rally in their church ads 


GLENDALE LisprARY DISPLAY 
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in Saturday night’s paper. Publicity was 
sent to all the papers in neighboring com- 
munities, and it was found that these papers 
too were interested in the community-wide 
rally. 

The rally date was set for Monday, July 
2. The Ministerial Association declared 
Sunday, July 1, United Nations Sunday in 
Glendale. The mayor proclaimed the week 
of July 1, United Nations Week in Glen- 
dale. Posters, bumper strips, and ten 
thousand dodgers were printed and dis- 
tributed by organizations, including the 
library. 

Radio stations KIEV (Glendale) and 
KFWB (Warner Bros. in Hollywood) 
gave the rally spot announcements. 
KFWB was so interested in the Glendale 
United Nations Committee that it offered 
much good advice and even had its com- 
mentators mention the rally and, later, the 
forum series. They recorded the rally and 
broadcast it later. 


The Forum Series 


~~ FORUMS were really an outgrowth 


of the rally planning. It was thought 
that a rally would be too quickly forgotten. 
Again, a librarian was asked to be chair- 
man. The Glendale United Nations Com- 
mittee appointed the reference department 
head as chairman of the forum program 
committee. The committee was made up of 
a councilman, welfare officer, minister, 
adult education director, and member of the 
Verdugo League of Women Voters. The 
adult education department of the Glendale 
schools cosponsored the forums. 

Each forum presented certain aspects of 
world security as provided for in the con- 
ferences preceding the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization, 
as well as in the charter drawn up at San 
Francisco. 

The adult education department has 





GOODEN: LIBRARY HELPS BUILD PEACE 


asked the Glendale United Nations Com- 
mittee to cooperate in putting on the adult 
education forums in the winter. The com- 
mittee voted to do this, and so there will be 
a fall series of forums to help the average 
person in his study of the way to prevent a 
repetition of war and the way to under- 
standing between all peoples. 

At the close of the last forum, plans were 
made to organize the United Nations Com- 
mittee into a permanent organization. 
Since the committee chairmen have been 
appointed to draft a constitution for the 
group, the librarians are still busy. The 
direction the group will take will be edu- 
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cational. Any political action will be taken 
by individuals and not by the group. 

A great deal has been accomplished 
for the library programs, too. Not only 
have many more people learned the re- 
sources of. the library, but also the library 
will now have an opportunity to keep in 
closer touch with Glendale organizations, 
since the librarians attending the Glendale 
United Nations Committee meetings will 
find there the representatives of numerous 
organizations. The Glendale Public Li- 
brary would like to hear of other libraries 
cooperating with a United Nations Com- 
mittee. 


The (Common Cause 


On OF THE MOST VALUABLE FUNCTIONS of library associations, not only in our own 


country, is to bring together those who work in all types of library. By consult- 
ing together in a single organization they come to realize that they have the same cause 
in common, though they may serve it from different angles. And by so doing they form 
a much stronger body than any one wing of the profession could do singly; they are in 
fact going the only way about it which can create a profession. 

Perhaps the A.L.A. is still a better example of the truth of this principle than is the 
L.A.; but the L.A. is in its turn a better example than most of the corresponding bodies 
on the Continent. In some of these there is a snobbery of learning, in other words prig- 
gery; and there is a snobbery, perhaps as common, of unlearning, in other words priggery 
standing on its head. For example, in pre-war Germany, the native land of organization, 
there had to be two separate associations, one for the (in the Continental sense) “scientific” 
libraries, which had long reached a high levelof wealth, competence and fame, and another 
for the new and little regarded popular libraries; the distinction was emphasized by a 
distinction of terms, the word Bibliothek being reserved to the scientific (wissenshaftliche) 
libraries, while the popular libraries were given the new name of V olksbiicherei. 


—KEditorial from the 
Library Association Record, 
December 1944 





The Trustees Division’s Fourth Article on Postwar Planning 


Considers Combined Areas of Service 


The Larger Unit of Service 


GeorcE F. WILL 


HERE Is a library frontier in the 

Missouri Valley states, for it is in 

some of these states that large num- 
bers of people without library service live. 
In North Dakota, for example, 71 per cent 
of the people do not have library service and 
of the rural population only 9.12 per cent 
have public library service. These people 
live in small towns and on farms and 
ranches. In some areas the nearest public 


library is miles away; there may not be a 
library in the county or the counties nearby. 


Such figures as nine people per square mile 
in North Dakota and fewer people in the 
whole state of Montana than in the city of 
Milwaukee, help us to realize how thinly 
the population is scattered. We can see 
the great distances if we drive or fly across 
the country. 

A thinly scattered population is one of 
the present obstacles to library service for 
all of the people in this region. Numbers 
of small public libraries, many built with 


Mr. Wit has been a trustee of the Bismarck, N.D., 
Public Library since 1917 and is chairman of the state 
historical society, of which he has been a director for 
twenty years. During the past year he was chairman 
of the North Dakota State-Wide Library Service 
Committee on Legislation, which helped to secure a 
county library law. He has written articles on agri- 
cultural and anthropological subjects and on Western 
history and has made studies of the Mandan Indians 
and the archeology of the Missouri Valley. Recently 
he translated from the French, selections from the 
journal of Philippe de Trobriand. 


Carnegie funds at the turn of the century, 
have been struggling along for years ona 
shoestring like a poor relation in the com- 
munity. 

North Dakota, for example, has had for 
many years a rather poorly financed state 
library commission. The commission has 
served as far as possible the rural and thinly 
populated areas. Perhaps that useful sery- 
ice has to some extent prevented agitation 
for county libraries. 
sent out book collections to rural schools, to 


The commission has 


women’s clubs and similar organizations, 
and to responsible citizens who are willing 
to accept the job of acting as custodians to 
the small collections placed in stores or 
family living rooms. These collections, 
usually sent out for a six-month period, con- 
sist of well-selected books with the widest 
possible appeal. 

So far as information is available, there 
is but one rural library in the state. This 
is a township library established by a public 
spirited local citizen some years ago. Its 
inception was the occasion for the passage 
by the legislature of a law permitting the 
organization of township libraries. To this 
day no action by any township has ever been 
initiated under this law. In all probability 
the chief reason for this apparent lack of 
interest is the sparse population of most of 
the townships in the state, which would 
make the burden of supporting such a li- 
brary too heavy to be considered. 
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WILL: LARGER UNIT OF SERVICE 


Libraries in many cities and towns are 
fairly adequate, though often lacking in 
community use and support. ‘The great 
problem seems to be to arouse a demand for 
adequate service. Where local library 
boards are favorable, limited rural patron- 
age occurs and more is possible. However, 
financing in most municipalities is inade- 
quate for much of such service, and the 
governing bodies and often the citizens do 
not warm to the idea of furnishing service 
on a charity basis. There would appear 
then to be a good field for county libraries 
or, perhaps in some cases, libraries serving 
several of the sparsely populated counties. 
Such a plan may give the best hope for an 
extension of library service in the state. A 
bill to legalize the establishment of county 
libraries supported by library and citizen 
groups in the state was passed in the 1945 
legislature. The bill is drawn in terms 
general enough to permit almost any ade- 
quate library organization, so that it may 
be fitted to the varying needs of different 
areas. The eastern edge of North Dakota, 
more thickly populated than the rest of the 
state, it is hoped may soon have some action 
under the new permissive law. 


Combining Several Counties 


HE COMBINATION of several counties to 
pe regional library service in areas 
where that is thought to be the best plan 
will be determined largely by trading areas, 
which are usually the natural centers of 


population, topography, and_ highways. 
Having library service emanating from the 
largest city or town in the region to reach 
all the people does not mean that already 
established libraries in small towns would 
go out of existence or lose their identity. 
They would be strengthened by more books 
and cooperative services in book buying, 
cataloging, administration, and field work 
from the regional center. 
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It seems to be taken for granted among 
those in governmental power that libraries 
are more or less friendless. Much too often 
the small appropriations are grudgingly 
given and in hard times are the first to be 
cut. Unfortunately this attitude receives 
little opposition among the rank and file of 
the citizenry. North Dakota ranks high in 
literacy. Its people are high in percentage 
of subscribers to many popular and technical 
magazines; many rural homes have small 
libraries of good quality. But withal, even 
in such homes, the uses and advantages of 
library service seem to be unknown and the 
place of the library as a valid and recog- 
nized public service is, if at all, only vaguely 
recognized. 


Need for Citizen Support 


‘HERE is need for strong, well-informed 

library trustees and citizens’ groups so 
that the demand for library service will 
come from the people who will pay the taxes 
to support adequate library service. Farm 
organizations, service clubs, home demon- 
stration clubs, county agents, P.T.A., 
League of Women Voters, A.A.U.W., 
women’s clubs, and education associations 
are potentially helpful groups. 

Library service for all people is a pioneer- 
ing job. It is the librarians, library trustees, 
friends of libraries, farm groups, 
ice clubs, women’s clubs, business and labor 
groups, and school people who must do the 
spade work and arouse the united effort to 
back it. Recently our librarian, Miss 
Erana Stadler, said: “No one can be in 
North Dakota these days without feeling 
strongly the challenge of the future. After 
years of depression, drought, and despair, to 
see the renaissance of faith in the resources 
of the state, both material and human, is a 
never-to-be-forgotten experience.” There 
are indications that this renaissance exists in 
all of the Missouri Valley states. 


serv- 





Sponsored by the Public Relations 
Committee of the A.L.A. 


Thar She Blows! 


Tips on Spotting a Library News Story 


DoroTHEA F. Hye 


EWS,” says Lyman Bryson, “is any- 
thing, in newspaper terminology, 
which is new.” The first open 

house in the library is “big news.” Suppose 
the library has an open house each year and 
it becomes the usual thing? The date and 
the names of the speakers will be published, 
but the second telling of the open house at 
the library will not rate the same space as 
the first. It is not new. The larger the 
newspaper, the more marked this becomes. 
However, if you have your open house, but 
supply something new, you have your news 
story with a triple-lead. 

There is no hard and fast rule for identi- 
fying news, because there must be not only 
the ingredients but the seasoning of imag- 
ination and common sense. News which cap- 
tures attention has an unusual twist. This 
may be in the event itself, but you can’t wait 
around for news events to happen. You 
have to take the things you find and shape 
them into a hews story. Sometimes this can 


@Miss Hyte received her A.B. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas. In 1926 she was a student in the 
training class of the Kansas City Public Library and 
later received a B.A. from the Columbia University 
School of Library Service. Since 1926 she has been 
on the staff of the Kansas City Public Library and is 
now chief of the circulation department and director of 
publicity. She has been active on the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Committee and has been chairman of the 
Missouri Library Association Publicity Committee. 


be done with a little elaboration of detail, a 
little added visual quality which gives your 
story a fluency and a unique flavor. In that 
way you supply the different twist by taking 
the obvious and highlighting it with a dash 
of human interest or with humor. But one 
can overdo the use of descriptive adjectives 
and elaborate detail. 

Learn to keep abreast of the times. Scan 
the newspaper for current events, for what 
is going on around you. ‘Then if you 
haven’t anything new, you can profit from 
the new things in your community by fitting 
the library into the picture. Here is where 
your exhibits come in. Fit them into a 
current event and you have a news story 
because it is a timely story. 

A mere listing of new books may become 
extremely trite. It’s better to make up a 
subject list with a short running comment. 
New books are usually better for your pur- 
pose, but older ones will be good if they 
are appropriate. The lists printed by the 
Council on Books in Wartime are helps. 
Your list may develop into a feature story. 
For example, your library is working with 
returning veterans. Write this up. Find 
some outstanding material which you are 
using in this connection and make yourself 
a larger story or a separate one. Pick your 
subject carefully so that it is timely. 

Human interest stories are the salvation 
of all of us. Bright sayings of youngsters, 
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amusing incidents in the library, all make 
good short copy. A “run” on the same 
reference question makes a story. If many 
people have asked a certain question, it will 
interest others. There is usually something 
back of it, too; ferret out all you can about 
it. 

Trends make news. They show a dif- 
ferentiation from the norm, and anything 
different is news. If your statistics show an 
increase in a certain field, that should show 
a trend somewhere if you work to discover 
it. When the trend story is timely, so much 
the better. 


Only Good Publicity Is Good 


OME PEOPLE believe that any publicity 
S is good publicity. Others feel that 
good library publicity is only that which 
creates a favorable impression. Let’s adhere 
to this second school of thought. Let 
“motivation” of the story help you decide 
whether the idea is better used or not 
used. A good rule might be to discover first 
the main objectives of the library and to use 
only those stories which conform to the 
policies established by the administration. 
A murder committed in the library would 
be front-page news, but think of every inci- 
dent in the light of what it does or does not 
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do for your library. If you can interpret it 
as furthering the library policy, by all 
means, take advantage of it. 

A word of caution about using the names 
of patrons. It’s a very good idea to let 
other people read in their newspapers that 
Mrs. Gotrocks uses your library. But pub- 
licity should be governed by good taste. It 
is safer to use personal incidents anony- 
mously. But if you use names, be sure to 
clear with the patron first. 

News must be presented with a certain 
amount of showmanship, but it must be 
truthful. You can’t stretch a point to make 
your story good when you can’t back it up 
with facts. In other words, the publicist 
should never betray the library’s tradition 
of dependability. 


Summary 


QO SUMMARIZE: news must be new, 
Tt ae different ; it should conform to 
the library’s policy; it should be dictated by 
good taste and create goodwill. Add to 
these five ingredients a dash of common 
sense, a spoonful of imagination, and a 
liberal supply of hard work. If this recipe 
is tried often enough, it should serve to help 
you interpret your library’s services to the 
community. 


O.W I. Libraries 


Tue O.W.I. viprary which I saw in operation in Melbourne deeply impressed me. 
I am opposed to government propaganda in time of peace. I am in favor of the free flow 
of news except when military security intervenes. As I picture it, news serves to stimulate 
interest which can be satisfied through such libraries as I saw and in which is found 


information about all phases of our national life. 


It is the simplest method of making 


knowledge available to persons who are unable to visit our shores. It is the type of service 
that I would like to see continued into the future years. 


ArTHUR Hays SULZBERGER, Publisher 
New York Times 





Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleaned 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re Doing 


HE Education Committee of the 
Cleveland Public Library Workers 
Association selected as its year’s ma- 
jor interest, a study of the A.L.A. In 
following through on its interest, the com- 
mittee prepared a questionnaire to secure 
staff reaction and comments on the A.L.A. 
from several different angles. Eighty-nine 
professional staff members and 81 nonpro- 
fessionals replied: 62 of the total 170 had 
attended A.L.A. conferences and 62 ex- 
pressed interest in a local chapter of the 
A.L.A. Most of the professional staff read 
the 4.L.A. Bulletin regularly and most of 
them approve of the sliding scale of dues. 

A question asking for the evaluation of 
A.L.A. services brought out the fact that 
the reactions are largely from the personal 
viewpoint. Almost all of ‘the respondents 
suggested an A.L.A.-sponsored nationwide 
radio program. Other suggestions were 
that the A.L.A. should be more aware of 
the individual members, have a less hide- 
bound and complex organization, get a 
wider spread of work among the members, 
make a greater effort to acquaint all mem- 
bers with the work of the A.L.A., establish 
more definite standards for mem’ chip, 
and that it be an accrediting agen: the 
library profession “suggesting names for po- 
sitions like that of Librarian of Congress.’ 
As a part of its final report the committee 
recommended that the C.P.L.W.A. work 
out a definite plan of recruiting members 


for the A.L.A. 


The A.L.A. suggests names for positions as a 
regular feature of its activities. Three names were 
suggested for the position_of Librarian of Congress: 
see page 252 of the July Bulletin—Ep. 


Oak Ridge Library 


During the fourteen months of its exist- 
ence, the public library in Oak Ridge, Tenn., 
“city of the atomic bomb,” has registered 
10,801 readers, circulated 115,544 books, 
built up its book collection from 1708 vol- 
umes to 9803, and welcomed 121,230 peo- 
ple to the main library reading room. 
Financial support for a library had not been 
provided for within the military area, but 
the Oak Ridge Recreation and Welfare 
Association, through the operation of a 
movie and a recreation hall, made enough 
money to provide other facilities free to the 
public. A wing of the new recreation hall 
was designed by the town planners and 
architects for the library. Since some fami- 
lies had been living in Oak Ridge for al- 
most a year before the librarian, Elizabeth 
Edwards, arrived, the library was wel- 
comed with delight. 

Because the schools had excellent li- 
braries, the first consideration of the public 
library has been to supply service to the 
adults. However, a traveling library serv- 
ice was started in April 1945 to take books 
to the children of the area by making 
twenty-two stops a week. ‘The truck is an 
Army ambulance painted red and white 
with gold fringe to resemble a circus wagon, 
and a folding puppet stage is built in the 
rear of the wagon from which fist puppet 
plays are given from time to time. During 
the summer vacation period, six of the ele- 
mentary school libraries are open one day 
a week under the direction of the public 
library. 
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Fellowships at Temple 


Eight library fellowships for the Sulli- 
yan Memorial Library have been estab- 
lished by Temple University and are made 
available “on a competitive basis, to all 
except members of the senior class.” They 
have been created for the purpose of inter- 
esting more students in library work. 
Among the opportunities offered by the 
fellowships, in addition to the monthly 
salary, is a position as a junior member of 
the staff. The student selected will receive 
intensive training augmented by varied ex- 
perience in all phases of library work which 
will aid immeasurably in their becoming pro- 
fessional librarians. 


Libraries and Municipal Workers 


What the Public Library System Can 
Do For You by Raymond C. Lindquist, 
published by the New Jersey Public Li- 
brary Commission, is a reprint from a re- 
cent issue of New Jersey Municipalities 
and includes a selected list of books for 
municipal workers which are available from 
the New Jersey Public Library Commis- 
sion. Because it was considered “one of 
the best examples that has come to our 
attention of how a public library system 
can be of particular help to municipal offi- 
cers on the job,” the article was called to 
the attention of readers of Public Manage- 
ment in a note. 


Scholarship at Newark 
The Public Library of Newark experi- 


mented this year with a novel and interest- 
ing method of selecting candidates for three 
scholarships of fifty dollars each from the 
Louise Connolly Scholarship Fund. Full- 
time professional staff ‘members who had 
been in the library’s service one full year 
and who met qualifications for an accredited 
library school were eligible. A written ex- 
amination was given to all candidates, and 


such factors as learning ability, general in- 
formation, academic record of the past 
year’s work, efficiency rating, and financial 
need were evaluated by means of a formula 
previously worked out. Each candidate 
was requested to submit an academic record 
or transcript of his last completed academic 
work and an estimated personal budget 
giving such details as income and expendi- 
tures for rent, food, clothing, recreation, 
professional expense, taxes, etc. : 


War Fund Posters to L. C. 


The extensive collection of posters by 
famous artists, which had been used by the 
National War Fund in its annual campaign 
for funds, has recently been acquired by 
the Library of Congress. Some of the 
agencies represented by the posters are 
U.S.0.-Camp Shows, United China Re- 
lief, Greek War Relief Association, United 


Seamen’s Service, and War Prisoners’ Aid. 


Illinois Use of Ritter Bequest 


The Illinois Library Association com- 
mittee which handled the distribution of 
the Ritter bequest to small libraries in the 
state made an effort to have the project 
“assume something of an educational aspect 
in regard to values in book selection.” 
When the eligible libraries filled out the 
application blanks for a twenty-five dollar 
bequest, they were asked to list the books 
they would purchase with the Ritter money. 
Some libraries complied, others asked for 
suggestions, and a few made no reply to 
this request. Ida F. Wright, chairman of 
the I.L.A. committee, reported: 

Feeling that there should be guidance but 
not dictation in the final selection for pur- 
chase, the committee compiled a list of titles 
made up of the better books given on the 
applications of the forty libraries entitled to 
share in the Ritter bequest, together with a 
few titles to meet indicated needs for books 
on certain subjects. 
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This list of 115 entries was sent each of 
the forty libraries, together with a personal 
note to each, commenting on the original list 
and stating that, if desired, changes could 
still be made and that possibly from the en- 
closed list they would gain suggestions of 
titles popular in communities similar to their 
OB crs 

The population of the forty communities 
sharing in the bequest ranged up to 5500, 
the average being about 2500 persons. 

The assessed valuation of property in the 
‘area is so low that the average per capita 
income for the library ranges around thirty 
cents. No wonder the twenty-five dollars 
means much and has elicited expressions of 
gratitude which are, in truth, pathetic. 


St. Louis Fiction Reading 


“What Fiction St. Louisans Read” and 
the 1944-45 annual report of the St. Louis 
Public Library follows the style set in re- 
cent years by that library in publishing the 
results of its year’s work. For the former 
feature, a record was made of one day’s 
circulation and of the names and occupa- 
tions of the borrowers. A letter was sent 
to each borrower asking for information 
on his reasons for selecting the books he 
borrowed, on his favorite authors and types 
of books, and on his opinion of the library 
and its services. The report includes ex- 
cerpts from forty typical letters, plus a 
breakdown of the occupations and books 
represented in the day’s circulation. 


Reviews for Officers’ Wives 


Mrs. Frances Cobb Spadafore, librarian 
of the Service Club at Camp Pickett, has 
been giving book reviews about every two 
months to the Women’s Volunteer Com- 
mittee, a club formed for the wives of offi- 
cers at the camp. 


B.B.F. Radio Program 


The Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in 
Mexico City has inaugurated a radio pro- 
gram devoted to books and authors which is 
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broadcast twice a week. One of the pro 
grams is devoted to reviews of new Ameri- 
can books available at the library, and the 
other period to interviews with outstanding 
literary personalities, presenting both Mexi- 
can and American authors when they are 
available. 


English for Mexicans 


The Fullerton, Calif., Public Library 
has cooperated with the local high school 
adult education department in offering 
classes in English to Mexican nationals 
working in the area. The library supplied 
books and pictures to all of the classes, one 
of which met in the library. 


Library School Institute 


Instead of the traditional annual tea wel- 
coming members of the graduating class 
into the profession, the Alumni Association 
of the University of Southern California 
Library School held its second annual insti- 
tute recently. Will Durant spoke on “The 
Lessons of History” and Helen E. Haines 
was moderator on a panel discussion of the 
topic, “Ways in Which Librarians Can 
Help to Shape Public Opinion,” which was 
limited to two phases—cooperation and race 
tolerance. 


Contest for Name 


The Newark Public Library conducted 
a contest in May to give the teen-age bor- 
rowers the opportunity to select the name 
of the room for young people in the main 
library. A war bond was awarded to the 
one suggesting the best name. The name 
selected was "Teen Corner. 


Club Discusses Personnel Division 


Margaret Jean Clay, a member of the 
recently created A.L.A. Committee to Re- 
view Reports on Personnel and Placement 
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Service, spoke to the Seattle Library Club on 
“A Brief History of the A.L.A. Personnel 
Division, Its Aims and Policies.” Person- 
nel work as carried on by library schools, 
the Special Libraries Association, and other 
professional groups were also described. 
Alice Kiser Blackburn, research librarian of 
the Bureau of Business Research of the 
University of Washington, concluded the 
program with a “Summary and Suggestions 
for Improvement of A.L.A. Personnel Di- 
vision.” 


Club Program Planning 


Because most of the book club programs 
of the eighty book clubs in Charlotte, N.C., 
seemed to be poorly selected, the public 
library began in 1944 to issue a mimeo- 
graphed list of “Program Suggestions for 
Clubs and Study Groups.” This annual 
compilation has been the library’s most ef- 
fective contribution to adult education al- 
though actually the staff spends less time 
in preparing the list than it would have in 
assisting book clubs to locate material on 
poorly selected subjects, according to Hoyt 
R. Galvin, director. Following a general 
introductory statement, carefully selected 
subjects are introduced by short paragraphs 
and followed by lists of useful reference 
material, film strips, and moving pictures, 
if any of the latter two are available. 


Follow-up on Banning Article 


Each member of the Ohio Library Trus- 
tees Association Executive Board has been 
asked to write a short statement about 
what he thinks makes a good trustee. The 
statements of the eight trustees appeared in 
the July issue of the O.L.T.4. Trustees 
Bulletin. The symposium was prepared as 
a follow-up to Margaret Culkin Banning’s 
article, “The Good Trustee,” which 
appeared in the May issue of the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin. 
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Newark Classification and Pay Plan 


“The Newark Public Library’s New 
Position Classification and Pay Plan” was 
issued as a supplement to the June N.P.L. 
News. It includes information on back- 
ground, procedure, results, and costs of the 
classification and pay plan setup, lists the 
classification and pay schedule, gives job 
descriptions for typical positions, lists the 
allocations of the employees within the 
classes, and cites the number of persons in 
each class. 


Library Welcomes Veterans 


The Watertown, Mass., Free Public Li- 
brary, in cooperation with the Greater 
Boston Book Review Group, has issued a 
poster and a replica on a small card, en- 
couraging the veteran to use his library’s 
services. (See illustration below.) At least 
twenty libraries in the area will use the 
material. 


a) S&S SS Ss 
GREETINGS TO YOU 


If. you want help in: 


Working at a trade ov 
Earning money with a craft 
Laws relating to veterans 
Choosing a college course 

_ Operating a new business __ 
Meeting everyday problems 
Enjoying a hobby 


_ You are invited to use 
~ your PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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PICKUPS 


ECRETARY of State Byrnes has approved 
S a reorganization of the foreign in- 
formation services of the government which 
will result in the information functions of 
the O.W.I. and of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs being taken over by 
the State Department. The foreign news 
program to be set up under this reorganiza- 
tion will concentrate on maintaining good 
libraries in foreign capitals, on distributing 
texts of speeches delivered by important 
American officials and acts of Congress, and 
by giving information about scientific, agri- 
cultural, social, and other developments in 
the United States. Under the plan, as it 
now stands, the libraries now being main- 
tained by the O.W.I. in London, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Johannesburg, Cape Town, 
Wellington, Bombay, Manila, and Cairo, 
and the C.I.A.A. libraries in Latin America, 
will be continued and, in addition, a string 
of smaller libraries in most of the European 
capitals will be established. 


RNEST MAAss contributed a two-page 
FE article to the July 28, 1945, issue of 
School and Society on “Librarian or—Ga- 
rage Mechanic?” 


WO RECENT ARTICLES on hospital li- 

brary service may be of interest to 
Bulletin readers. “A _ Bibliography on 
Bibliotherapy and Hospital Libraries” is 
from the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association for July and “Bibliotherapy and 
Hospital Library Activities for Neuropsy- 
chiatric Patients” appeared in Psychiatry: 
Journal of the Biology and Pathology of 
Inter-Personal Relations for May. Both 
were written by Jerome M. Schneck, of 
the Menninger Foundation, Topeka, Kan. 


By the Editor 


ATALOGACION ¥ CLASIFICASION DE 

Lisros by Carlos Victor Penna js 
the first of a series of works on library 
science to be issued by the Acme Agency 
of Buenos Aires, under the general editor- 
ship of Ernesto Gustavo Gietz, director of 
the Instituto Bibliotecologico of the Uni- 
versity of Buenos Aires and librarian of 
the Faculty of Exact, Physical, and Nat- 
ural Sciences. The price is twenty pesos 
(Argentine). 

Other volumes in preparation are Sr. 
Gietz’s “Catalogo de Publicaciones Perio- 
dicas Argentinas” and Spanish translations 
of Sears’s List of Subject Headings for 
Small Libraries, Mann’s Introduction to 
Cataloging and the Classification of Books, 
and Drury’s Book Selection. 


‘ A REPORT on the municipal library in 

Rotterdam states that a week after the 
liberation American and English fiction was 
again circulating. The library staff mem- 
bers are hungry for the literature of the war 
years, and they have a feeling that they are 
hopelessly backward. The librarian was a 
loyal Dutch citizen whose two student sons 
were sent to Germany for slave labor for 
two and a half years. 


VERYONE interested in the development 
FE of libraries will be pleased to learn 
that a new National School of Librarian- 
ship was inaugurated at a formal ceremony 


in Mexico on July 20. The school was 
proposed by the Mexican Secretary of Edu- 
cation, under whom it will operate, at the 
Third Congress of Librarians and First of 
Archivists held in Mexico City last Oc- 
tober, which went on record as favoring 
the establishment of a library school. The 
director will be Francisco Orozco Mufoz. 
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audio-visual education—television and 
educational films—are being combined in a 
series of four experimental telecasts under 
the joint auspices of C.B.S. Television and 
Encylopedia Britannica Films. The purpose 
of the experiment is to probe potentiali- 
ties of nationwide dissemination of edu- 
cation and culture through the combination 
of the two devices. If the experiment is 
successful the two organizations plan to 
present a regular television-film educational 
series this fall and winter. 


, sar FACILITIES of two major media of 


EXTS of two series of broadcasts 

“planned to focus attention and convey 
information about the United Nations” 
have been published by the United Nations 
Information Office, 610 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 20. Half of the twelve were 
conducted by C.B.S.’s People’s Platform 
and the other half by B.B.C.’s Freedom 


Forum, in London. 


HE STAFF of the American Library in 

London compiled An Introductory 
Anthology of President Truman which, in 
point of time, was the first book in England 
about President Truman and probably the 
first book anywhere about him. The book- 
let is based on statements, speeches, etc., 
made by the President from 1939 to Apr. 
12, 1945, and is intended for British con- 
sumption, 


HE SUMMER NUMBER of the Journal 
hes Negro Education is devoted to “Ad- 
ult Education for Negroes in the U. 8S.” 
The article on “Adult Education in Public 
Libraries and Museums” is by Dorothy G. 
Williams, of the Graduate Library School 
of the University of Chicago and formerly 
an instructor at the Graduate School of 
Library Science at Atlanta University. 
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LMOST a quarter of a million dollars 
A is being awarded in scholarships each 
year by the Pepsi-Cola Company. Over 
3900 schools have indicated their desire to 
participate in this program and nominated 
more than fifteen thousand students for the 
scholarship test in April. Control over the 
basic policy and administrative operations 
are in the hands of an independent, in- 
corporated group of educators. Examina- 
tions are held to select outstanding students 
from every state in the country and from 
Alaska and Puerto Rico, and additional 
scholarships are also offered to Negroes in 
states which have separate school systems 
for the colored. Each scholarship consists 
of full tuition for four college years to any 
accredited college or university in the coun- 
try, plus $25 a month to help defray living 
expenses during the school year, plus re- 
quired laboratory, library, and student- 
union fees, plus an allowance of three cents 
a mile from home to college and return 
once a year. No use of the project in ad- 
vertising or publicity is contemplated. (A 
longer article on the scholarships was 
printed in School and Society for July 28.) 


HIS YEAR marks the tenth anniversary 
fi the Social Security Act, according 
to Paul V. McNutt, Federal Security Ad- 
ministrator. The Social Security Board 
report shows that at present 4,250,000 men, 
women, and children in all sections of the 
country are now receiving cash benefits that 
aggregate $111,000,000 a month, and dur- 
ing the entire period since the act became 
law, social security payments to individuals 
have approximated nine billion dollars. In- 
formation about the entire program of the 
Social Security Board and about its ten 
years’ activity may be secured from local 
field offices of the board. (See also p. 293- 
94 and 320 of this Bulletin.) 





A.LA. NEWS 


1946 Conferences 


Tue A.L.A. President and Executive 
Secretary hope that a midwinter Council 
meeting can be held in Chicago in January 
and that a regular summer conference can 
be held in Toronto sometime in June. 
Final arrangements will, of course, depend 
on the decision of the Executive Board, 
which is meeting in Chicago, October 10- 
13. Watch your Bulletin for further an- 
nouncement about conferences. 


New York Library Survey 


On Avucust 16-17 consultants who are 
making a comprehensive survey of libraries 
of New York State which are under the 
State Board of Regents met in Albany. 
Errett Weir McDiarmid, the chief consult- 
ant, and Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Alvin S. 
Johnson, Carl H. Milam, and Louis Round 
Wilson, associate consultants, met with 
library and education officials of New York 
to map out plans for the survey. Nothing 
was decided at the meeting but among 
other points the following were discussed: 
a system of regional libraries supported 
wholly by the state which would assume 
responsibility for complete coverage and 
which would give supplementary service to 
existing libraries, and a state-supported 
agency for cooperative purchase and co- 
operative cataloging for libraries desiring 
such service. 


Recruiting 

By PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENT through 
the A.L.A. office, President Ulveling re- 
cently gave an interview to the New York 
Times on the need for librarians. It was 
published August 18 and so far twenty 


letters asking about librarianship as a pro- 
fession have been received as a result of 
the interview. Anita M. Hostetter, chief 
of the Department of Library Education 
and Personnel, is having a large number 
of copies of the interview made for distri- 
bution and is handling the resultant cor- 
respondence. Five letters approving or 
criticizing Mr. Ulveling’s statement have 
been published in the Times. 


Officers Visit Foundations 


In late August President Ulveling and 
Executive Secretary Milam visited the new 
president of the Carnegie Corporation, 
Devereux C. Josephs, and David H. Ste- 
vens, director of the Humanities Division 
of the Rockefeller Foundation. Subjects 
under discussion were, of course, related to 
the well-being and advancement of libraries, 
librarians, and librarianship. 


Vatican Cataloging Code 

AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION of Rules for 
the Catalog of Printed Books, popularly 
called the Vatican Cataloging Code, made 
by Rev. Thomas J. Shanahan, Victor A. 
Schaefer, and Constantin T. Vesselowsky 
and edited by Wyllis E. Wright, is ready. 
With no subsidy in sight to help pay publi- 
cation costs, issuance of the book depends on 
advance orders. 

The A.L.A. has circulated the larger 
libraries, library schools, and Catholic li- 
braries. So far the response is a little 
short of the 250 orders (at a maximum of 
eighteen dollars) which are needed to guar- 
antee publication. Libraries which have 
overlooked the announcement or those in- 
terested which have failed to receive one 
should please communicate with the A.L.A. 
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Publishing Department at once. The book 
will run to about six hundred pages, plano- 


graphed. 


Library Development Fund 
Memsers of the Library Development 
Fund Campaign Committee from the area 
around Chicago met at A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters on August 13 to plan materials and 
publicity for the intensive fall work. Fol- 
lowing that meeting, in late August in- 
formal meetings of leaders of several 
surrounding states were held in New York 
City at a time when both President UI- 
veling and Executive Secretary Milam 
were on hand and in Chicago at A.L.A. 
Headquarters at the time of the meeting 
of the Illinois State Library Advisory Com- 
mittee and of the University of Chicago 
Graduate Library School Institute. 


Personnel Administration Board 
Meeting 

On AvucusT 25-26 and on the evening 
of August 29 several members of the Board 
on Personnel Administration met at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. Eleanor M. Witmer was 
unable to attend but the other members of 
the board were in Chicago at the time and 
did attend: Louis M. Nourse, chairman, 
Clara Wells Herbert, Josie Batcheller 
Houchens, and Errett Weir McDiarmid. 


Membership Leaflet 


A NEW LEAFLET entitled “A.L.A. At 
Your Service” has been prepared by the 
Membership Department and is now ready 
for use in membership promotion by the 
Membership Committee and others. 


Surplus Property Disposal 


AccoRDING to information received at 
A.L.A. Headquarters, surplus property 
disposal to eligible educational institutions, 
including libraries, under Section 13 of the 


Surplus Property Act of 1944, will ap- 
parently be administered by the Office of 
Education at the national level. At the 
state level it is understood that committees 
or boards, representing various types of 
educational institutions, are being set up at 
the suggestion of the Office of Education. 
Librarians interested in further informa- 
tion about surplus property disposal should 
keep in contact with their state library 
extension agencies and should watch for 
announcements in Education For Victory. 


C.L.A. Officers 


THe NoMINATING COMMITTEE of the 
Children’s Library Association has sub- 
mitted the following nominations for 1945- 
46: 

For vice chairman, Helen Fuller, super- 
visor of work with boys and girls, Public 
Library, Long Beach, Calif. 

For secretary, Carolyn Crawford, chil- 
dren’s librarian, Ohio University Library, 
Athens. 

For treasurer, Elizabeth Hooks Kelly, 
children’s librarian, Public Library, El 
Paso, Tex. 

The. chairman is Harriet W. Leaf, di- 
rector of work with children, Public Li- 
brary, Akron. 

Since no other nominations have been 
submitted, this report has been accepted 
and the nominees are declared elected. 


Cutter Classification 


BECAUSE of recurring requests for revi- 
sion of the Cutter Expansive Classification, 
the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and 
Classification has appointed a committee to 
make a thorough investigation of the need 
for such a revision. The first step is to get 
the names of all libraries of every kind and 
size in the United States and Canada which 
use this classification or a modification of it. 
It would also be helpful to know what li- 
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braries have changed from Cutter to some 
other classification and how recently. If 
your library falls in either class or if you 
can give any information that might be 
helpful, please address Dora M. Pearson, 
Cutter Classification Committee, Public 
Library of the District of Columbia, Wash- 
ington 1, D.C. 


Army and Navy Libraries 

RatpH A. ULVELING, Ralph M. Dun- 
bar, and Carl H. Milam attended a two- 
day meeting with Army officers and Army 
civilian librarians discussing Army library 
programs for the immediate future and for 
peacetime. On a third day they met again 
with officers of the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard for a discussion of 
library service. ‘The three named above 
and Carl Vitz, who was unable to attend, 
serve as a library advisory council to the 
Joint Army and Navy Committee on Edu- 
cation and Recreation. 


Movie on Library Service 

THE Commission on Motion Pictures 
of the American Council on Education will 
include a motion picture on library service 
in a series which it is now developing for 
recommendation to a group of commercial 
motion picture producers. ‘The series is 
entitled “This Is Our Town” and will 
include films on various aspects of civic 
life which reflect democratic methods. In 
proposing that libraries be included, the 


* * 
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A.L.A. Public Relations Office submitted 
a documented prospectus which is now be- 
ing used as the basis of a scenario. There 
is as yet no information on when the film 
will be ready. 


Headquarters Staff 


MAE GRAHAM, acting director, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, College of Wil- 
liam and Mary, Williamsburg, Va., and 
H. Carolyn Howard, assistant professor, 
Department of Librarianship, New York 
State College for Teachers, Albany, as- 
sisted with the placement service of the 
Personnel Office during the summer. 

Mrs. Madge Collar Preble is serving as 
temporary part-time assistant in the Public 
Library Office during September and Oc- 
tober. 


All-India Library Conference 


Pans are being worked out for a meet- 
ing of an All-India Library Conference in 
1946 and the A.L.A. has asked Flora B. 
Ludington, director of the American Li- 
brary in Bombay, to represent the A.L.A. 


Study of T.V.A. Personnel Setup 


Hazev B. TimMERMAN, chief, A.L.A. 
Personnel Office, is making a study of the 
personnel program of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 
several weeks in Knoxville, beginning Sep- 
tember II. 


Miss Timmerman will spend 


* 


IF WE are to have true liberals we must begin their serious education after the college 


age. 
open at all. 


Let us say at 25, for it is at 25 that most minds begin to open, if they are ever to 


The job of creating the kind of liberals useful in our democratic and international 


age is a job for us adult educators. 


Are we equal to the job? 


—‘Liberal Adult Education” by Alvin Johnson 
Adult Education Journal, July 1945 
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Army Educational Pamphlets 


Tue ArMy has now made it possible 
for the public to obtain copies of the 
“G.I. Roundtable,” educational pamphlets 
heretofore issued only to service personnel. 
Titles of the pamphlets range from What 
Shall be Done With the War Criminals? 
and How Shall Lend-Lease Accounts be 
Settled? to Do You Want Your Wife to 
Work After the War? and What Has 
Alaska to Offer Postwar Pioneers? New 
titles are coming from the presses at the 
rate of about two a month. 

The pamphlets do not answer the ques- 
tions presented. ‘They are simply guides to 
group discussion prepared by authorities on 
each subject, then carefully reviewed by 
other authorities to be sure of impartiality, 
and then put into clear and simple English. 
The American Historical Association was 
asked by the War Department to help in 
preparing authentic and unbiased material, 
and Guy Stanton Ford, executive secretary 
of the association, directed the program. 

Single copies may be secured for 15¢ from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. Orders for one hundred 
or more copies are subject to a 25 per cent 
discount. 


Library Organization Techniques 

- Manual of Techniques in Library Or- 
ganization by Ruby Ethel Cundiff is No. 2 
in the Peabody Contribution to Library 
Education series and may be used either as 
a textbook or as a reference book. The 
manual gives techniques of acquisition, me- 
chanical preparation of books, circulation, 
inventory, periodicals, binding, mending, 
pamphlet files, gifts, and exchanges. The 


Brief News of 


General Interest 


illustrated, planographed booklet is avail- 
able to librarians for $1.50 plus postage, 
and orders should be sent to the Peabody 
Press, Peabody College, Nashville 4, Tenn. 


Book Weeks in November 
CHILDREN’s Book WEEK, sponsored an- 
nually by the Children’s Book Council, will 
be celebrated November 11-17, continuing 
the theme used last year—‘‘United through 
Books.” A poster (inset) in color and 


other materials, such as bookmarks, maps, 
broadsides, a phonograph record of a book 
talk by May Lamberton Becker, and a 
handbook of promotional suggestions are 
available at varying prices. For further in- 
formation or to obtain promotional aids, 
write to the Children’s Book Council, 62 W. 
45th St., New York City 19. 
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The theme of National Catholic Book 
Week, to be observed November 4-10, is 
to be “Keys to World Peace—Christian 
Books.” An official poster, which will be 
available for display, was chosen from a 
contest held in March. Further informa- 
tion may be obtained from Brother J. Syl- 
vester, director, Catholic Book Week, St. 
Louis 17, or from Dorothy E. Lynn, Cath- 
olic Library Association, University of 
Scranton, P.O. Box 631, Scranton 1, Pa. 


American Education Week 


THE TWENTY-FIFTH annual observance 
of American Education Week will be cele- 
brated November 11-17. In keeping with 
the ideals of free public education, the 


theme this year will be “Education to Pro- 
mote the General Welfare.” For a complete 
list of materials available, including pam- 
phlets, radio scripts, recordings, plays, post- 
ers, etc., write to the National Education 
Association, 1201 16th St., N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C. 
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Aid to Veterans 


Veterans Outlook, “a monthly magazine 
designed to serve as a clearinghouse of 
economic, social, and legislative informa- 
tion for ex-servicemen as well as those who 
are endeavoring to assist them,” has just 
been published by the Public Affairs Press, 
The magazine contains general articles as 
well as articles directed at G.I.’s interested 
in jobs, farms, business, and education 
opportunities. There is also information 
on demobilization, Veterans Administra- 
tion, and veterans organizations. The sub- 
scription rate is $4 per year and single 
numbers are 35¢. Requests should be made 
to Veterans Outlook, 2153 Florida Ave, 
N.W., Washington 8, D.C. 


Virginia Gazette Index 


AN INDEX to the Virginia Gazette, pub- 
lished in Williamsburg, Va., from 1736 
to 1780, is in preparation by Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg. Any library having copies of 
the Virginia Gazette and with which there 
has been no correspondence, is asked to 
write to Lester J. Cappon, research editor, 
Institute of Early American History and 
Culture, Williamsburg, Va. 


Milwaukee Civil Service Exams 


THE Mitwavukee City Service Com- 
mission announces six civil service examina- 
tions for Municipal Reference Librarian 
and Librarian IV (children’s work, cata- 
loging, or in-service training and personnel 
control). Salaries are $312 and $282 per 
month respectively. Age at time of ex- 
amination: 35 and 45 respectively. Appli- 
cants must be U.S. citizens and have college 
degrees and, in the case of the municipal 
reference librarianship, one year of gradu- 
ate work in political science, statistics, allied 
social sciences, or law. Library educational 
and experience prerequisites vary with the 
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position. Examinations will be given in 
Milwaukee and at other locations in the 
U.S. to meet the convenience of the candi- 
dates. Applications must be made on a 
blank furnished by the commission, Room 
716, City Hall, Milwaukee, and must be 
filed not later than October 3 and October 
8 respectively. 


Library Want Lists Published 


IN ORDER TO improve the field of li- 
brarian-bookseller cooperation “a coopera- 
tive dedicated to promoting and publicizing 
the services of the used rare and out of 
print book trade” called the American An- 
tiquarian Booksellers is now in process of 
organization. The group, which repre- 
sents a large group of cooperating booksel- 
lers with over a million books, plans to 
publish all library want lists without cost 
to the library. It simply acts as the cen- 
tral agency, with all the business being done 
directly with the bookseller following the 
issuance of the regular cumulated lists. 
According to information from the organ- 
ization, other cooperative services of inter- 
est to the library field will be initiated later. 
The address of the American Antiquarian 
Booksellers is 529 S. Melville St., Phila- 
delphia 43. 


Business Planning 


THE JUNE Issue of Facts and Figures 
published by the Business and Labor Serv- 
ice of the Akron Public Library and the 
Bierce Library of the University of Akron 
is entitled “Tools for Business Planning.” 
Its subsections are “How to Keep Abreast 
of Happenings in Washington,” listing 
publications and columns from and about 
the Washington scene; “Where to Find 
Information for Planning;’ and “New 
‘Must’? Reading for the Businessman.” 
The bulletin is issued ten times yearly and 
is free to subscribers in Akron and Summit 
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County, Ohio, but is 50¢ a year to others 
within the United States. Subscriptions 
should be addressed to Otto Pragan, Busi- 
ness and Labor Service, Akron Public Li- 
brary, Akron 8. 


Public Affairs Pamphlets 

Straight Talk for Disabled Veterans by 
Edna Yost, Race Riots Aren’t Necessary 
by Alfred McClung Lee, and Youth and 
Your Community by Alice C. Weitz are 
Nos. 106-08 of the Public Affairs Pamphlet 
series and may be purchased for 10¢ each 
from the Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 20. 


Publicity and Public Relations 


THE JUNE Issue of the New Jersey 
Library Bulletin is devoted principally to 
material on publicity and public relations 
which was presented at the Institute for 
New Jersey Librarians held in July 1944. 
Included are papers on work with com- 
munity groups, exhibit and display aids and 
suggestions, and other aids in publicity. 

Any librarian may receive a copy of the 
issue by sending 4¢ in stamps to cover post- 
age to Raymond C. Lindquist, Public Li- 
brary Commission, Trenton 7, N.J. 


Film Preservation 

AT THE THIRTIETH annual meeting of the 
National University Extension Association 
the resolution was passed that federal de- 
partments and agencies be urged to pre- 
serve films made by them to promote the 
progress of the war, to encourage the 
purchase of war bonds, and to educate and 
train service personnel. It was also recom- 
mended that prints of desirable films no 
longer needed be reallocated to educational 
institutions and that educational agencies 
be allowed to purchase additional prints of 
films suitable for use in civilian training 
and educational programs. 
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CBC Publications 


THe CanapiANn Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion will send to libraries in the U.S. and 
Canada copies of the following of its pub- 
lications free upon request: Of Things to 
Come—Inquiry on Postwar World; These 
United States; Old Country Mail (Vol. 
3), a selection of letters from that program 
describing conditions in Britain before and 
during the blitz; We Have Been There (2 
vols.), reports by qualified observers on 
wartime England; and Carrying the Tools 
to Britain, a CBC war game suitable for 
children’s work. 

To secure these books, write to the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation, Box 500, 
Toronto 1, Ont., Canada. 


War Against Waste 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Better 
Business Bureaus, Inc., has published a 
series of one-page leaflets entitled War 
Against Waste, which will be sent free to 
libraries. Each leaflet discusses the care and 
conservation of various fabrics, electrical 
equipment, household furnishings, food, etc. 
Requests should be addressed to the Na- 
tional Association of Better Business Bu- 
reaus, Inc., 212 Cuyahoga Building, 
Cleveland 14. 


Work Simplification 

A PAMPHLET on the work simplification 
program of the U.S. Bureau of the Budget 
has been published by Public Administra- 
tion Service, since the plan should be use- 
ful not only to the government bureau but 
to large state and local organizations as 
well. The booklet, entitled Work Simpli- 
fication, is No. 91 in the series of Public 
Administration Service Publications and is 
fully illustrated. It may be purchased for 


$1 from the Public Administration Service, 
1313 E. 60th St., Chicago 37. 
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Reading Conference Yearbook 


Tue Apna Iora chapter of the na- 
tional education fraternity Pi Lambda 
Theta and the Claremont Colleges Library 
have published the 1945 Claremont College 
Reading Conference Yearbook. This tenth 
yearbook on reading problems has 159 pages 
and may be ordered for $2.50 from the 
Claremont Colleges Library, Harper Hall, 
Claremont, Calif. 

One of the interesting features of the 
conference on reading at Claremont is that 
reading is considered on a much broader 
basis than is commonly the case: reading is 
viewed as a process including not only 
printed material but oneself, other people, 
and the objects of one’s environment. 


Southern Books 


THE Southern Packet, subtitled 4 
Monthly Miscellany of Southern Books and 
Ideas, began publication in June. “It pro- 
poses to act as a clearinghouse on notices of 
books published, to print competent reviews 
of books of regional interest, and to pre- 
sent as rapidly as possible a complete bibli- 
ography of recently published works on the 
South.” The bulletin will not mention 
books from national publishing houses, ex- 
cept in special cases, as these are reviewed 
elsewhere, but will attempt to list only 
books published by Southern presses. Sub- 
scriptions are 50¢ per year or three years 
for $1, from the Southern Packet, 48 Wal- 
nut St., Asheville, N.C. 


National Geographic Bulletin 


BEGINNING in October, the National 
Geographic Society, Washington 6, D.C., 
is again offering its weekly Geographic 
School Bulletins for a charge of 25¢ pert 
year to cover the cost of mailing and han- 
dling. 
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Canadian Film Is Ready 

THE FILM on regional library service, 
“Library on Wheels,” produced by the Na- 
tional Film Board of Canada, is now ready 
for distribution. It is a two-reel film, 
takes thirteen minutes to run, costs $22.50, 
and American orders should be sent to the 
National Film Board of Canada, 84 E. 
Randolph St., Chicago. 


Conservation Magazine 

The Land, a quarterly periodical issued 
“by Friends of the Land, a nonprofit, non- 
partisan society for the conservation of soil, 
rain, and man,” is an educational and in- 
spirational, but not technical, publication. 
Membership in the Friends of the Land, 
which includes a subscription to The Land, 
is offered to libraries and schools for $3 a 
year. Memberships should be sent to 
Friends of the Land, 1 S. Fourth St., Co- 


lumbus. 


Library Meetings 

THE FOLLOWING library groups are plan- 
ning meetings this fall at the times and 
places indicated : 

Quebec Library Association, with Mont- 
real Branch of §.L.A., Montreal, October 
11-13 

Michigan Library Association, Detroit, 
October 18-20 

Mississippi Library Association, Jackson, 
October 18-19 

Wisconsin Library Association, Milwau- 
kee, October 25-26 

School Libraries Section of Maryland Li- 
brary Association, Baltimore, October 27. 


New Frontiers Series 

A SERIES of four-page leaflets entitled 
New Frontiers is being published by the 
Educational Policies Commission for the 
purpose of focusing the attention of various 
groups on the importance of education in 
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international relations. Two of the leaflets, 
one for youth organizations and one for 
labor, are now in print. Other groups for 
which material will be prepared are 
veterans, college fraternities, churches, 
Negroes, farm groups, and alumni associa- 
tions. 

The leaflets will be supplied in quantities 
free for the groups concerned, and requests 
for these or for single copies should be 
addressed to the Educational Policies Com- 
mission, 1201 16th St., N.W., Washington 
6, D.C. 


“Dime Novel” Thrillers 


OLp-TIME “dime novel” thrillers may be 
secured by libraries for exhibit purposes 
without charge from the Dime Novel Club. 
Librarians should state how much space is 
available for the exhibits so that a proper 
number of novels may be sent. 

Requests should be mailed to Charles 
Bragin, secretary, Dime Novel Club, 1525 
W. 12th St., Brooklyn 4. 


Library Service for Small Schools 


THe Micuican State Lisrary and 
the Michigan Department of Public In- 
struction have published a leaflet entitled 
Library Service for the One and Two 
Room School which should be of value to 
many librarians who have charge of small 
libraries. It describes simple procedures 
and suggests places where services may be 
obtained. Single copies of the leaflet will 
be sent free to librarians upon request to 
the Michigan State Library, Lansing 13. 


Correction 


THE NOTE on page 285 of the Septem- 
ber issue of the Bulletin on the New Jersey 
College for Women scholarship should have 
stated that it was established by the library, 
not the library school. 
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Librarians’ Salaries 


TO THE EDITOR: 

In the New York Times of August 18 an 
interview with the President of the A.L.A. 
contained a statement that salaries of pro- 
fessional librarians range from $1,800 to 
$10,000. This was challenged in a letter to 
the editor by Marcia Hysop, who pointed out 
that library journals are carrying advertis- 
ments seeking librarians at $1,500 and $1,600. 

It seems obvious that these ads are having 
the opposite effect from that intended. In- 
stead of recruiting librarians, they are driving 
candidates away from the profession. For 
those already in library work, they have the 
unwholesome tendency to depress salaries and 
they confound the efforts of the sincere ad- 
ministrator who is trying to prove to his board 
of trustees and his community that library 
salaries have advanced considerably since the 
war. 

Physicians look upon those in their profes- 
sion who try to cut fees as unethical practi- 
tioners and treat them accordingly. If there 
are libraries shameless enough to want to 
advertise their poverty, they should not be 
permitted to use professional journals as a 
sounding board. 

Is it not in the best interest of the profes- 
sion to insist that libraries seeking assistants 
at less than an $1,800 minimum shall not be 
permitted to mention specific salaries in their 
ads? Money and effort is being wasted in a 
recruiting campaign if it is to be sabotaged by 
the demoralizing influence of those employers 
seeking professional people at unrepresentative 
salaries. 

Gerorce M. Kors, Junior Librarian 
New. York State 

Division of Placement and 
Unemployment Insurance Library 


New York City 
Do We Have the “Librarian Look’’? 


TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 
‘ One of our correspondents to our Letters 
Department has suggested that you might be 
interested in the discussion which has stirred 
up librarians among our readers. 

A few weeks ago our movie critic casually 


Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 


referred to a “librarian look.” Righteously 
indignant at the implied slur on the Profession, 
a number of librarians have written asking 
why the librarian look is any different from 
any other look. In reply we published photos 
of our movie critic and our librarian—which, 
apparently, has not helped matters. 

Our correspondents have insisted that there 
are librarians who look at least as good as 
movie critics and maybe as good as movie 
stars. Do you agree? If you do, we should 
appreciate your giving us the names of such 
librarians (male or female) so that we can 
get their pictures for possible publication, as 
suggested by some who have entered the dis- 
cussion. 

We're very fond of librarians ourselves and 
we certainly want to give the profession its 
due. 

Mary M. AHERN 
Newsweek 
New York City 18 


TO MISS AHERN: 

If your movie critic’s idea of the librarian 
look is Danny Kaye as Brother Edwin, here 
is evidence to prove him wrong. If it’s Vir- 
ginia Mayo, here is evidence to prove him 
right.? 

It looks as if movie producers have dis- 
covered that librarians are often decorative, 
usually kind-natured and physically fit. We 
hear that Clark Gable falls in love with one 
in his next picture, and who wants more than 
that? The librarian in the movie 4 Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn is sympathetic, not at all 
like the forbidding creature in the book. But 
librarians have suffered so long from the 
ivory tower legend that the California Li- 
brary Association last year appointed a com- 
mittee to change the minds of movie and radio 
producers. Maybe you would like to get in 
touch with the chairman, Eva L. Robertson, 
Occidental College Library, Los Angeles. 

Oca M. Pererson, Chief 
Public Relations Office 


1 Photographs of several librarians were sent to 
Newsweek, and in the August 13 issue Newsweek 
printed Miss Peterson’s letter, together with pictures 
of Charles M. Mohrhardt, Detroit Public Library, and 
Helen Louise Huber, Marquette University Library, 
Milwaukee, 
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Service on the Square 


10 THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 

We started Public Square book service on 
July 16 and think it well worth while as a 
public relations project. We park our book 
truck in the square from 11:30-2:00 Mondays 
through Fridays. We set up a red and white 
folding table, chair, and beach umbrella. We 
register adult patrons and lend books and 
magazines for home use or for reading in the 
square. We've circulated books on engineer- 
ing drawing, trigonometry, English literature, 
cooking, credit letters, business management, 
driving an automobile, mathematics refresher, 
religion, salesmanship, biography, war narra- 
tives, and of course fiction. 

It has rained so much we’ve hardly had a 
fair trial, but think we'll start June 1 of 
next year, staff permitting. 

Grace W. Estes, Librarian 
Osterhout Free Library 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Book Campaigns 
T0 WILLIAM S. HEPNER:* 


In accordance with the agreement at the 
time of the dissolution of the Victory Book 
Campaign Board that the three sponsoring 
agencies should keep each other informed of 
any book collection activities, I am sending 
you this interim report on A.L.A.’s activities. 

The A.L.A. has had reports from libraries 
in a number of places throughout the country 
that they are continuing to collect books and 
distribute them to those military installations 
which need them. On the many occasions 
when librarians have asked for instructions 
for handling books collected for service men 
and women, we have suggested that they 
distribute the books to nearby camps, stations, 
the merchant marine, and other units, and 
that they seek the aid of the Army and Navy 
for shipping instructions and transportation if 
required. 

Except for this advisory service to our mem- 
bers, the A.L.A. has discontinued all activity 
in the collection and distribution of books for 
the armed forces. However, the Association 
has been one of the organizations participating 
in setting up a Joint Committee on Books for 
1 National director of the Military and Naval Wel- 


are Service, American Red Cross, National Headquar- 
Washington 13, D.C. 
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Devastated Libraries which is planning to col- 
lect books for distribution to libraries in war 
areas of the world. 

Cart H. MiLtam 


Executive Secretary 


On Replies to Bulletin 
Questionnaires 
TO THE EDITOR: 


In re commentary on member’s replies to 
recent questionnaires, it is a bit of a shock 
to think that only seventeen members of 
A.L.A. are willing to spend five minutes to 
make a professional contribution to them- 
selves! (See page 278 of the September 
Bulletin.) 

When I finished reading your statement I 
flipped to the back pages to see if we had 
another questionnaire and found one designed 
to analyze the needs for professional bulletins. 
But—willing as I may be to make a return 
on the question, I do hate to sacrifice page 
287 to do it. The positions listed may not 
interest me as an individual seeking placement 
but they do interest me as a student of trends 
in the profession. ... 

JANE Brewer, Custodian 

Real Property Survey Data 

Federal Housing Administration 
Washington, D.C. 


Films for the Victory Loan 


TO THE EDITOR: 
The Victory Loan Drive is scheduled for 


October 29-December 7. This eighth and 
last bond drive will emphasize rehabilitation. 
All public libraries are called upon to inform 
their community groups about the 16mm. 
films which are available for local bond rallies 
and for group meetings. There are excellent 
additional films for this drive. 

In the last drive a number of libraries took 
active part in informing groups about the 
films available, in booking films for groups, 
in serving as depository film libraries, and in 
lending films. In this drive many more li- 
braries should assist their communities to 
know about and obtain 16mm. films. 

For information about films and plans, 

1Tearing a half sheet from the Bulletin or writing 
replies on a postcard or letter seem to be the best 


means of soliciting membership opinion, since our 
mailing permit prevents enclosing a loose sheet.—Ep. 
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write immediately to your state 16mm. chair- 
man for the Victory Loan Drive or to me as 
your library representative on the National 
16mm. Victory Film Committee. 
Ricuarp B. Seatock, Librarian 
Gary, Ind., Public Library 


About the A.L.A. Budget 


TO THE BUDGET COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE 
BOARD: 


This is a budget letter without many fig- 
ures. 

We are following the usual procedure in 
preparation for the Budget Committee meet- 
ing, namely: 

1. We are preparing budgets for the 
several departments, offices, and activities on 
approximately the same scale as for the previ- 
ous year. 

2. We are listing separately the new or 
supplemental requests for those activities and 
the requests from boards and committees. 

As the totals for 1 and 2 exceed the esti- 
mated income, the normal problem is to select 
activities to be cut or to be increased or to 
receive appropriations for the first time. 

It is appropriate, however, in this first 
budget-making session of the new reconstruc- 
tion period, that we should dig a little deeper 
and look a little farther ahead than has some- 
times been considered necessary in recent 
years, in view of our relatively static income 
for general purposes. 

Here are a few facts and questions in- 
tended to help your own thinking: 

The Association is committed, by Council 
and Executive Board action, to the main- 
tenance of a college library advisory service, 
a statistical service, and an adult education 
advisory service. 

The first was never inaugurated because, 
when it came into the picture, we found it 
impossible to obtain funds and because in- 
come from endowment was less than expected. 
The last two were discontinued a few years 
ago because of decreasing income and increas- 
ing costs. (Some adult education and some 
statistical work have been done by Miss Mer- 
rill and her associates from time to time.) 

The Association is also committed, by 
Council and Executive Board action, to the 
maintenance of: a Public Library Office, a 
School and Children’s Library Office, an Edu- 
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cation for Librarianship Office, a Personnel 
Office. 

For obvious reasons it should continue: the 
Membership Office, the 4.L.4. Bulletin, the 
Public Relations Office, the Headquarters Lj- 
brary. 

Also to be included in this list, by action 
of the Executive Board and because of the 
need to improve Headquarters relations with 
members, is an associate secretary. 

Note that we are not including in this 
consideration: publications, which are self- 
supporting; or special activities, financed by 
special grants. For the present the activities 
made possible by the Library Development 
Fund may be considered as special. 

The whole problem can be summarized in 
this statement: we are under obligation to do 
more than we can do with the available in- 
come. It is, therefore, a question either of 
(1) selection or (2) increasing our income. 

To recapitulate: We are now operating, 
and should continue: Membership Office, 
A.L.A. Bulletin, and Public Relations, which 
are now budgeted as Membership and Con- 
ference; Education for Librarianship Office 
and Personnel Office, which are budgeted sep- 
arately but operated as the Department of 
Library Education and Personnel; Public 
Library Office, School and Children’s Library 
Office, and Headquarters Library, which are 
budgeted separately but operated as the De- 
partment of Information and Advisory Serv- 
ices. 

We are not operating but should inaugu- 
rate: (1) college library advisory service, (2) 
statistical service (except to a very slight de- 
gree), (3) adult education advisory service 
(except to a very slight degree). 

We urgently need to expand: (4) the Per- 
sonnel Office. 

Some of you will wish to add public rela- 
tions. Possibly we should. I am not in- 
cluding it in this group of five items because 
the Library Development Fund will enable 
us to expand public relations a little in one 
direction. 

We urgently need: (5) an associate secre- 
tary. 

The last five numbered items thus appear 
to represent our chief deficiencies. In money, 
that deficiency may be thought of as seventy- 
five thousand dollars plus. (It is not to be 
assumed that any present activity in the un- 
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numbered group is adequately financed, in the 
opinion of the staff or of the Association mem- 
bers most interested. Actually, our present 
salary scale makes it extremely difficult to 
get and keep competent professional .and 


clerical employees. ) 


What to do? 

Mr. Dooley’s preliminary estimates indi- 
cate that we shall be fortunate if we can 
continue operations in 1945-46 on the same 
level as in 1944-45. There is no room for 
expansion here. However, we can always dis- 
continue one activity and start another if the 
Executive Board so decides. Going activities 
expect to be carefully scrutinized when they 
come into competition with urgent proposals 
awaiting action. 

Miss Fulmer’s position has been purposely 
left vacant until you could decide whether the 
salary of $3114 should be used for a suc- 
cessor who would (1) assist Miss Merrill in 
public library information and advisory serv- 
ice, carry Headquarters relations with the 
Trustees Division and individual trustees, 
with the Friends of Libraries Committee, an- 
swer inquiries in that field, and handle some 
adult education problems (all of which Miss 
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Fulmer did), or (2) do something else such 
as I or 2 or 3 or 4 above. (Related to this 
is the fact that Miss Merrill retires next 
spring, before the fiscal year ends.) 

On account of the need for more funds 
for general purposes (and also for many 
special purposes), the A.L.A. has engaged 


Andrew B. Lemke to explore possibilities. Be- 


cause I consider that prospects for results are 
at least fair and because I know of no better 
way to try to solve our financial problem, I 
hope he will be continued at least for this 
fiscal year. However, if the Executive Board 
thinks otherwise, his service can be discon- 
tinued on two months’ notice, with a saving of 
around five to six hundred dollars a month for 
salary and expenses, which could then be ap- 
propriated for one of the numbered items. 
And there you have our main budget prob- 
lems in outline. I know the Budget Com- 
mittee, as well as Mr. Dooley and I, will 
welcome comments from members of the 
board in advance of the meeting of the com- 
mittee, October 5-6. If there are questions, 
we shall try to answer them. I don’t need 
to label the problem “serious” or our need 
for your best thought “urgent.” 
Cart H. Mian, Executive Secretary 


Positions 


Wanted: Children’s librarian, salary, $1800 
up; two school librarians, salary open. Chicago 
suburb. L.S. degree required. A27 


Wanted: JUNIOR LIBRARIANS. Vacancies, 
San Diego, Calif., Public Library, in branch, 
children’s, and catalog departments, for gradu- 
ates of accredited library schools. Salaries, 
$1884-$2520. Civil service examinations ar- 
ranged in convenient locations. 


Wanted: Children’s librarian with training 
and experience. Salary, $1800-$2400. Give 
references, qualifications, and picture. Gilbert 
M. Simmons Library, Kenosha, Wis. 


Wanted: Children’s librarian with library 
training and experience in work with elemen- 
tary schools, Salary, $1800-$2000. Give refer- 
ences, education, and experience. Free Public 
Library, Rutherford, N.J. 


Wanted: Both a county librarian and a chil- 
dren’s librarian at the Carnegie Public Library, 
Steubenville, Ohio. Information on request. 


Wanted: Trained librarian for position in 
Harris County Public Library, Houston, Tex. 
Salary, $1800. Give education, experience, ref- 
erences, and include picture. 


Wanted: Head, work with children, and head, 
adult circulation department. Library school 
graduates. Beginning salaries, $1700-$2000, de- 
pending upon experience. Write, enclosing 
small picture, qualifications, and references, to 
Alice Williams, librarian, Public Library, Mo- 
line, Ill. 


Wanted: Library school graduate wishes posi- 
tion; 15 years experience in children’s, interme- 
diate, and adult departments, also as county 
librarian and branch librarian. Prefer county 
work or librarianship of small library. Az28. 


a a a a a Bie i oe he ce De 
Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 


a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. 


Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. Pay- 


ment should. not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletin office. 
ae a he RR ee Ea ee ees tl 





What About Social Security? 


I" ORDER THAT the entire membership may have an opportunity to express an opinion on this 

question, a ballot is printed below. The fact that the proposed bills in Congress exempt 
governmental units having pension plans should be taken into consideration in answering 
this question. 

In the meantime, additional information is being prepared for the Council in order 
that a course of action for the Association may be determined, this to be in keeping with 
the expression of opinion received in the August poll. Council will be asked to study 
the results of this poll, pro and con arguments from the letters received, and details of 
the current bills in order that instructions may be drawn for action by the Executive 
Board through the new library representative in Washington. The immediate question 
is the advisability of supporting the bill now before Congress which seems best to achieve 
the desires of the membership—making it possible to place librarians not now eligible 
to participate in pension systems under federal social security. (See also pages 293-94.) 


Please fill out, tear off, and return this blank to Richard B. Sealock, Public Library, Gary, Ind. 


1. Do you favor extending the federal social security plan to include all library staff members 


of public and endowed institutions? 


3. Should the A.L.A. support a specific bill now in Congress which would extend this coverage to 
nearly all gainfully employed workers including librarians but which would exclude those in public 


institutions now having pension plans? 


Executive Board Meets on October 10-13 
Your Opinion Is Needed by Then 











Are You on Your Toes? 


F COURSE you are. 


You have an interest in the annual reports of the A.L.A. President, Executive 


Secretary, Headquarters staff, boards, committees, round tables, and divisions. 
A résumé of what’s been happening in the A.L.A. library world is covered in the 
issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin which will be issued as the October 15 number. A reading 


of the Annual Reports will give you the answers to these and many other questions: 


What books is the A.L.A. Publishing Department hoping to issue next 
year? And what did it publish last year? 


Has the work of the Committee on Local Library Groups and on Mem- 


bership Participation got results? 


What about the collecting of books for the foreign libraries depleted by 


many years of war? 


If another Works Projects program is necessary, how should it be 


handled for the best interests of libraries? 


Are A.L.A. officers making any effort to secure more funds for its 


activities ? 


What is the present status of the proposed documents expediter in Wash- 


ington? 


Which states or provinces have done the best job of increasing their 
A.L.A. memberships ? 


Did you know that the Division of Cataloging and Classification has 
analysed the interests of its members as they relate to the work of the 


division and its‘committees? What did it find out? 
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THORNE-THOMSEN RECORDS 
DISTRIBUTED BY THE A.L.A. 


GUDBRAND-ON-THE-HILLSIDE 
SLEEPING BEAUTY BALDUR 


TALES FROM THE VOLSUNGA SAGA 


Children’s librarians have long creates the French folk tale’s 


been working toward the preser- 
vation of fine examples of stories 
and of the storyteller’s art. These 
five recordings are a recent re- 


sult. 


A.L.A.’s Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People spon- 
sored the project, and the master 
records were custom-made by 
R.C.A.-Victor. They are twelve- 
inch size, double faced. The di- 
vision has been fortunate in hav- 
ing as storyteller the distinguished 
Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen. 
This artist brings a magic charm 
and power to simple storytelling. 
The twelve-inch record enables 
her to tell those longer Norse stor- 
ies which are her special province 
and which she presents in the 
simple form that teachers and li- 


brarians wish to preserve. She re- 


beauty and richness as faithfully 
as she does the vigor and great- 
ness of the men, women, and 
gods of Norse myth and saga. 
Her telling of a story is a rich 
listening experience. 

The Thorne-Thomsen recordings 
are for the story-hour and for the 
classroom. They will also be 
valued as models of storytelling 
in teacher's colleges and library 


schools where courses are offered. 


The five double-faced records 
now available—Gudbrand-on-the- 
Hillside, The Sleeping Beauty, 
Baldur, and Tales From the Vol- 
sunga Saga (two records)—are 
sold in sets of five. Because they 
are custom-made for a special 
limited market the price per set 


is $10, prepaid. 
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